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&lt;p&gt;Australasia is a subregion of Oceania, comprising Australia, New Zealan

d and some neighbouring islands in the Pacific Ocean. The term is used in a numb

er of different contexts, including geopolitically, physiogeographically, philol

ogically, and ecologically, where the term covers several slightly different but

 related regions.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Derivation and definitions [ edit ]&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Australia&#39;s concept of Australasia, which includes Australia, New Z

ealand and, in this case, Melanesia&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Charles de Brosses coined the term (as French Australasie) in Histoire 

des navigations aux terres australes[1] (1756). He derived it from the Latin for

 &quot;south of Asia&quot; and differentiated the area from Polynesia (to the ea) Tj T*
BT /F1 12 Tf 50 192 Td (st) and the southeast Pacific (Magellanica).[2]&lt;/p&gt;
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