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&lt;p&gt;Volume 1: Strategic Play (ISBN 978-1880685334), which contains seven ke

y sections, begins by introducing the reader to&#129522; poker and its history,

along with a glossary of poker terms. The book is not written for novices to the
&#129522; game, therefore it does not include some of the more basic information
about the game, such as poker hands, the&#129522; game&#39;s mechanics, betting
, etc.[1] This entry in the series focuses on the basics of poker, such as playi

ng styles, starting&#129522; hands, pot odds, and hand analysis. CardPlayer felt

that Harrington, a former chess master, wrote the book like a chess&#129522; gu

ide, noting, &quot;He poses situations, asks the relevant questions, and then pr
ovides solutions. A simple diagram depicts position, blinds, and&#129522; chip s

tacks, and then a specific challenge is articulated.&quot;[2]&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Volume 3: The Workbook ( ISBN 978-1880685365) is essentially a workbook

containing&#129522; many example scenarios for readers to apply concepts learne

d from the first two volumes in the series.[3]&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Greg Hill of the&#129522; website Poker News noted that since Volume 1

does not include some of the more basic information about poker, it&#129522; pot
entially discriminates against novice players and therefore could possibly be re
stricting the book&#39;s audience to a more limited audience. However,&#129522;
Hill noted that the book is &quot;well written and well structured&quot;, making

it easy to pick up the book and&#129522; begin reading from any section of inte
rest.[1] Tim Peters of poker magazine CardPlayer felt that the books are essenti

al in&#129522; helping players prepare for poker tournaments.[2] Jeff Haney of t

he Las Vegas Sun considers the series to be &quot;required reading&quot;&#129522
; for anyone interested in participating in high-stakes tournament poker. The le

vel of play in major poker tournaments have gotten significantly&#129522; toughe

r and more competitive since the release of the first book in the series, accord

ing to several experts on poker&#129522; tournaments, including poker profession

al Blair Rodman and Mason Malmuth, the owner of the books&#39; publishing compan
y. Harrington himself is sometimes&#129522; the victim of the strategies that he
suggests in his books.[4] In addition, players have thanked him afterward for t



